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High-quality development has become a popular term to describe China's
development. From the perspective of social hot issues and bibliometric
analysis, this paper uses the method of SNA (Social Network Analysis) to sort
out, dig and analyze the literature related to "high-quality development." The
results show that there is a close relationship between "high-quality
development," "high-quality economic development" and "high-quality urban
economic development,” which are the best answers to the questions of why
high-quality development is important in China. This study, through
literature review and analysis, clarifies the logical concept of the academic
research on "high-quality development,” which will provide reference and

important guidance for further research on "high-quality development.”

© 2022 The Authors. Published by IASE. This is an open access article under the CC
BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).

1. Introduction

Since the outbreak of COVID-19 in 2019, the
global economy has fallen into a rapid recession.
Some regions and countries have suffered the most
severe blow in history, and China's economy cannot
avoid it. According to CEIC data, from the end of
2019 to the beginning of 2020, China's economic
growth suddenly dropped from an average of 6% to
negative growth (Fig. 1). Since the end of the 1970s,
China has implemented the strategy of reform and
opening-up, seized the opportunities of the global
industrial revolution, deindustrialization in Europe
and the United States, global industrial transfer, and
a relatively friendly international environment,
attracted the inflow of global factors of production
with an open mind, and quickly became a global
manufacturing center and manufacturing power.
Since the implementation of reform and opening up
in 1978, GDP has been increasing year by year.

According to the data released by the Research
Center for Forecasting Science of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences, China's economy is expected to
grow by 8.5% in 2021, and the growth rate will
return to around 6% in 2022. China’s economy has
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changed from the stage of high-speed growth to the
stage of high-quality development.

At present, although China's economy is gradually
recovering, compared with the world, Europe, and
the United States, China's economic recovery
momentum is the strongest (Fig. 2). China is shifting
from a stage of rapid growth to a stage of high-
quality development. Its economic development is
shifting from one driven by factors and investment
to one driven by innovation. Its economic structure
is constantly improving, and more emphasis is
placed on sustainable development. To promote
high-quality development, we need to replace old
drivers of growth with new ones, build a modern
economy, and better meet people's needs for a better
life. In particular, we should reduce transaction costs
in all links of production, distribution, circulation,
and consumption, strengthen cooperation between
urban and rural areas, between cities and among
regions and open to the outside world, and foster
new advantages for China to participate in
international cooperation and competition under the
new circumstances.

2. Literature survey

High-quality development embodies the goal of
modernization, which aims to increase production
through efficiency and achieve economic growth
through high efficiency and low consumption. For
example, Agustina et al. (2020) analyzed the
potential of the creative economy to realize a
strategic plan for high-quality development of the


http://www.science-gate.com/
http://www.science-gate.com/IJAAS.html
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
mailto:hhkim@sehan.ac.kr
https://doi.org/10.21833/ijaas.2022.06.016
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4343-5501
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.21833/ijaas.2022.06.016&amp;domain=pdf&amp

Jia-Zheng Lin, Hyung-Ho Kim/International Journal of Advanced and Applied Sciences, 9(6) 2022, Pages: 119-124

urban economy by utilizing city brands, innovative
industrial centers, and renewable resources. Kim
and Chung (2020) aimed at improving the quality of
life of residents through technological, ideological,
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and environmental concerns and public services, in
order to find the implementation plan for the high-
quality development potential of new cities.
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Fig. 2: Global economy recovery

Lin and Kim (2021) explored ways to promote
high-quality development of tourism by using the
data envelopment analysis (DEA) method and
explored high-quality development strategies of the
urban economy from the perspective of economic
development of the urban tourism industry. In terms
of the application of the social network analysis
(SNA) method, Wang et al. (2021) put forward
effective  opinions for relevant management
departments to formulate tourism policies, modify
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market strategies and optimize the development of
the tourism economy by analyzing the tourism route
data of specific cities. As soon as the concept of
"high-quality development" is put forward, it has
become a social hot spot, and the interpretation of its
definition and connotation characteristics also
presents a diversified pattern. Although there is no
consensus at present, its core and essence have been
widely concerned. The academic circle is mainly
around the category of political economy to interpret
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"high quality." Throughout the literature, "high-
quality development” is to achieve innovative,
coordinated, green, open, and shared development.

At the present stage, achieving high-quality
economic development to meet the growing needs of
the people is the only way to achieve a strong
country and prosperity for the people. It is also the
right way to integrate China's economy into the
international order and even lead the world. China
adopted the reform and opened up in 1978, and over
the course of more than 40 years has resolutely
embarked on a path of a socialist market economy
with Chinese characteristics. China is in a critical
period of realizing the great rejuvenation of the
Chinese nation. Promoting economic quality
development is the fundamental requirement for
China to determine development ideas, formulate
economic policies and implement macro-control in
the current and future period (Bei, 2018). China's
economy is in the "three superimposed" stages of
"change of growth rate, painful period of structural
adjustment and digestion period of early stimulus
policies,” "economic work should adapt to the new
normal of economic development" and "China's
economy has shifted from the stage of high-speed
growth to the stage of high-quality development”
Shown in Fig. 3.

The high-quality development of the urban
economy is the core embodiment of national
economic development, which is not only conducive
to promoting national economic development but
also helps to shape the country's dominant position
in global competition. Lee and Kim (2021) took
southwestern China as the research object and use
the spatial dislocation model to evaluate the spatial
dislocation of the urban tourism economy. We
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should explore the high-quality development path of
the urban economy from tourism economy, tourism
resources, human resources, and urban
transportation. When exploring the construction of
smart cities, Hoffman (2021) conducted a research
to promote the quality development of the urban
economy through information and communication
technology, urban planning, and health sectors. The
research on the high-quality development of the
urban economy has become a hot topic in the
academic circle, especially in economically
developed areas. Achieving comprehensive high-
quality development through high-quality economic
development is the first task of urban development.
High-quality economic development has become the
new normal of the development of the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area. For example,
Hu and Kim (2021) studied the characteristics of
cooperation in cyberspace between cities in
Guangdong, Hong Kong, and Macao Bay, China, and
derive the dynamic evolution law of urban
development.

The report of the 19th National Congress of the
Communist Party of China pointed out that China's
economy has changed from a high-speed stage of
growth to a high-quality stage of development, and is
in an important period of transformation in its
development. The economic center of gravity is the
optimization  of  economic  structure and
transformation of growth engine of growth."We
must adhere to the principle of quality first and
efficiency first and strive to promote industrial
development in Hong Kong" the Chinese
Government reiterated. Structural reform will be
carried out on the supply side as the main line to
promote the quality of economic development.
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Fig. 3: Evolution of China's economic development ideas

3. Research methods and data sources

3.1. Research methods

There are many methods to analyze the research
trend of a hot topic (Park and Kim, 2021). Most of
which are SNA (Social Network Analysis). SNA is a
structural analysis method that comprehensively
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uses graph theory and mathematical models to study
the relationship between actors and actors (Lee,
2021), actors and their social networks, as well as
the relationship between one social network and
another (Chang and Ko, 2019). Barnes (1954) first
proposed the concept of "social network", and was
also the first foreign scholar to use the concept of
"social network." As an anthropologist, he
constructed a "network of relationships" by
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analyzing the connections among the residents of
The Norwegian Island, using the residents as nodes
and the "number of trips" as the concept of
relationships. Barnes (1954) considered social
relations as "a collection of points, and lines connect
points to form a collection,” thus forming the
network form in the relationship. A social network is
a collection of individual behaviors, which is formed
by the consistency of the group. In the structure,
individuals are connected with each other through
relations and form relationship bonds. The concept
and research of social network analysis are all based
on the two basic parts of "node" and "weight of line."
Software of CiteSpaceV was used, "high-quality
development" as a hot keyword analysis in different
fields (Kim, 2017), the internal correlation between
related high-frequency words (Moon, 2019).

In the 1960s, social network analysis, as a new
and unique theory, was understood by people. By
summarizing the thoughts of social network analysis,
the basic viewpoints and thoughts of social network
analysis are as follows:

e The connection between individuals in the world
will form a network.

e The overall network has an impact on individual
actions, and this influence and restriction is
double-sided, with benign and malignant results;

e Individuals are influenced by surrounding
individuals in their actions rather than acting
independently.

e The flow of resources is formed through the
connection between individuals.

e Through the network model of economic, political,
cultural, and other qualitative structural ideas to
achieve matrix, and then operational, in order to
analyze the long-term relationship between nodes
development.

e Analyzing the influence of relationships from the
perspective of social relations, the sociological

explanation is more credible than the conclusion
and explanation drew from the perspective of
individual attributes.

3.2. Data sources and processing

This paper takes August 4, 2021, as the time
point, uses the Baidu search engine to search for
"high-quality development” as the keyword, and
obtains more than 100 million web pages, among
which the keyword daily information index is up to
14,202. At the same time, China National Knowledge
Infrastructure (CNKI) first searched for "high-quality
development" as a keyword, and the results showed
that in the five years from 2017 to 2021, among the
papers published on "high-quality development,” the
research topic was "high-quality economic
development." In order to further explore relevant
literature on this topic, this study takes August 17,
2021, as the time node, inputs "high-quality
economic development” as the search keyword on
CNKI and conducts an advanced search. The
publication time of literature is selected as 2011-
2021. The number of papers published in academic
journals directly related to "high-quality economic
development" was 1549.

4. Empirical analysis

With August 17, 2021, as the time node, enter
"high-quality economic development" as the search
keyword in CNKI for advanced search, select 2011-
2021 as the publication time, and obtain 1549
papers published in academic journals. CiteSpaceV
software was used to select keywords in Node Types
as the set threshold to run the software, and the co-
occurrence atlas of keywords related to "high-quality
development” was obtained (Fig. 4).
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The larger the circle in Fig. 4 is, the more times
and higher the frequency this keyword appears in
the literature, indicating that this field is a research
hot spot. As can be seen from Fig. 4, keywords
related to the research topic of "high-quality
development” include "high-quality economic
development,” "new development concept,” "digital
economy,” "modern economic system,” and etc.
Among them, in addition to the keywords directly
related to the theme of "high-quality development,”
"high-quality economic development” has the largest
circle, from the thickness of the connecting line can
also be seen that the keyword and other keywords
are closely connected. This means that when "high-
quality development” is taken as the research topic,
"high-quality economic development" is the research
hot spot, and this hot spot has a high degree of
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connection with other research fields. Keywords are
the author's refinement of academic papers.
Keywords that appear frequently in a field are often
regarded as research hot spots. The above 451
works were imported into Excel for data cleaning,
and 422 valid works were sorted out. Keywords
were extracted by the 4.0 software of bibliometrics
trend change Mining of CNKI. The results show that
the keywords with high frequency in papers
published from 2018 to 2021 are "high-quality
development,” "high-quality economic
development,”  "digital = economy,” "regional
economy” and "urban economy.” Fig. 5 shows a
trend of high-frequency keywords related to "high-
quality development of the urban economy” from
2018 to 2021.
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Fig. 5: Trend of high-frequency keywords related to "high-quality development of the urban economy" from 2018 to 2021

The keyword frequency trend chart (Fig. 5) is
formed according to the keyword occurrence
frequency value. As can be seen from Fig. 5, the
frequency of the  keyword  "high-quality
development" in 2020 is as high as 70 times, and the
frequency of the keyword "high-quality economic
development" is highly consistent with it. This
proves once again that high-quality economic
development is always the biggest research hot spot
and focus when conducting high-quality related
research. In addition, although "urban economy" also
appears in the trend chart of high-frequency
keywords, the frequency of occurrence is not high,
and there are no high-frequency keywords of "high-
quality development of the wurban economy.”
Therefore, this paper chooses "high-quality
development of the urban economy"” as the research
topic, which still has a large research space and
innovation in the academic circle.
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5. Conclusion

At present, the practical exploration of high
quality development of the urban economy is the
main hot spot. Cities are the carrier of economic
development and the core driving force of national
economic development. The high-quality
development of the urban economy is related to
people's  direct experience of high-quality
development, and it is also the best embodiment of
China's high-quality development. At present, China
is implementing the National development strategy
of "The Belt and Road." To realize the great blueprint
of "the Belt and Road," it needs to carry out mutually
beneficial cooperation and exchanges with countries
along the route and build a good external
environment. The best way to consolidate the
internal environment is to improve the efficiency of
urban economic development in China, realize the
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high-quality development of the urban economy, and

enhance the international competitiveness of
Chinese cities.
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